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That is the question every would-be airline pilot
faces. With the launch of Stapleford’s Jetway 
Integrated Programme, Brian Peppercorn,
Deputy Head of Training, suggests both routes
are equally valid and sets out the pros and cons:

The training you will receive will lead to you being
able to fly just as well regardless of which path you
choose, the professional level written exams you will
pass are identical. Both courses will be delivered by
highly qualified staff utilising fully approved systems
and equipment.

With the integrated route, no licence or ratings are 
issued during the training just a fATPL at the end.
With the modular option the licences and ratings are
passed and issued as you complete the modules,
which add up to a fATPL at the end. 

The Jetway Integrated course appears seamless and
with less options open to the student, and so it
should. It must be completed with one provider and
all elements must be completed successfully.  

The modular course is designed such that students
can move schools between each and every module,
should they wish, or stop training altogether and
achieve just a Private Pilot’s Licence, for example. 
We feel that personal circumstances and finances will
largely dictate the right path for you.

Some say that airlines prefer cadets trained via the 
integrated route. Our experience is exactly that, 
some do, also some prefer modular, and some like 
a mixture. 

Modular Commercial Pilot Training

The duration of the full ATPL course depends on what
level of commitment you can make to your studies
but if you can commit to 5 days a week then the total
duration will be similar to the Jetway Integrated
course. Modular courses are typically cheaper than 
Integrated and at Stapleford we require very little in
the way of “up front” payment. However, finding
commercially available finance can be more difficult
than for an integrated course.

Jetway Integrated Commercial Pilot Training

This training path requires full-time attendance, 
5 days per week for approximately 16 months. Think
of it as going to University. You will not be able to

take long holidays or work whilst training and so you
need to be able to fund the package and commit
100% of your time to your studies. 

Integrated courses are typically more expensive than
modular courses and have an element of “up front”
payment but they have the benefit that finance
maybe more readily available for them, subject 
to status. 

Stapleford’s Jetway Integrated course uses our new
Tecnam aircraft for the basic training and includes
much more use of twin engine aircraft for the 
advanced training leading to the higher prices than
for modular.

If you are considering a Professional career and need
help or advice feel free to contact Amanda Ciferri,
Course Co-ordinator - amandaciferri@flysfc.com or
Brian Peppercorn – brianpeppercorn@flysfc.com:
01708 687103 or go to www.flysfc.com

SUCCESS STORIES 
Many congratulations to the students who have
achieved their PPL and those who have flown their
first solo, despite the difficult winter weather:

Skills Test: Gentius Maximus, Gillian Ng, Liam Tilley,
Deborah Stansfield

First Solo: Sebastian Barzola, Alex Harris, Omer Sheike

Alex Harris is first of the students on Stapleford’s new
Jetway Integrated Programme. He soloed in 7 1/2 hrs
training and complete stage 1 of his ground training
in time to join the ATPL course which started 
in January.

TO TAKE THE INTEGRATED OR MODULAR ROUTE?
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PENSIONER PILOTS FLYING HIGH
Retirement offers the opportunity to take on a
new challenge. Take Off Editor Sue Rose urges
older folk to take to the skies

While Stapleford continues to attract keen ambitious
youngsters set on a career in aviation, don’t forget
the army of older pilots who are just in it for the fun.

Approaching retirement?  What better challenge
could there be than learning to fly? For many of us, 
it has been the realisation of a life time ambition,
hitherto unachievable because of work and family
commitments, and not having the necessary cash. 

Also there are those who started flying in their youth
but stopped when work and families got in the way,
and have yet to consider the idea of getting back into
the cockpit and achieve that earlier ambition.    

As a 75-year-old PPL, with nearly 550 hours logged in
10 different single engine planes, flown in eight
countries worldwide, learning to fly has been a 
life-enhancing experience. Making the most of the
myriad of opportunities at Stapleford to refresh my
flying, I have visited many cross-channel destinations
on fly-outs, familiarised myself with all the single 
engine planes in the fleet, seen the London sky at
night and made many new friends.

Age is no bar to flying, provided you pass your 
annual medical, fulfil the flying requirements for your
biennial licence renewal and remain agile enough to
get in and out of small aeroplanes! At Stapleford we
have outstanding role models. One of the founding
fathers, Eric Thurston, continued flying well into his
eighties. Alan Turner, father figure to us PPLs, single
engine and multi-engine instructor, examiner, and
successful participant in air races in his Grumman.
Alan’s advice to older pilots is:  “Don’t expect to go
too fast.  Take longer because it takes time to wire in
the necessary skills, but once wired in, it sticks.”  

Take Off has recorded several of the success stories
among those who took to the air in their more 
mature years, including retired Head Teacher, Petula
Allen, and Rob Batey, who previously worked at
Southbank University.  There are pilots like Phil
Williams who returned to flying at Stapleford after
he left the RAF.

The sky is by no means the limit for us older flyers,
but it is important to recognise our own personal 
limitations.  We all get those off days, when the 
perfect landing eludes us, the engine won’t start or
the weather conditions impose unwanted challenges.
Don’t be too proud to ask for help and advice. I find
it essential to fly with an instructor fairly regularly –
not just once in 24 months to get my licence renewal
sign off.

If like me, you fly regularly with other older pilots, it
is a good idea to practise landing the plane from the
right hand seat, in case either of you should become
incapacitated. But it is essential to practise with an 
instructor on board.  As Senior Instructor, Rob Forster
says: “The airspeed issues are critical and the 
perspective and “wrong handedness” of other 

controls doesn’t come easy to some if a quick decision
is required.  I remember how I felt in my early 
instructor training!”

The support and advice I have had from so many 
patient and understanding instructors – young and
older - and from fellow pilots at Stapleford has been
outstanding, seeing me safely through a PPL, IMC and
Night Rating and many adventures.

TURKISH DUO DELIGHTED WITH 
STAPLEFORD TRAINING                        
Two Stapleford “graduates” and good friends,
Mehmet Akbasak and Vural Karatepe have just
started flying with an airline in Istanbul, Borajet. 
In January the two friends did a flight together from
Istanbul to Ankara in an Embraer E190. “We are both
proud to be Stapleford students. Stapleford is a great
training school.  It still feels like a family to me.” 
says Mehmet. 

Vural joined Borajet Airlines in March and while
Mehmet first started flying with Citatioj in Austria
then joined Borajet four months ago. Both are First
Officers, type-rated on the Embraer E170/190 series
aircraft. Borajet is a new regional airline in Turkey 
operating 15 Embraer aircraft.

YOUNG PILOTS NETWORK
Stapleford's Young Pilots Network welcomes all new
students, pilots and aviation enthusiasts between the
ages of 16 and 25.  The group, which now has 30
members, has its own Facebook group and holds 
regular meetings in the Clubhouse to exchange ideas
and experiences.  At a meeting in December Pete
Evans, an easyJet First Officer provided an insight into
the career and on how to achieve great things 
in aviation.

Any one keen to find out more about the group
should contact Oscar Saggers:
oscarsaggers7@gmail.com

MEHMET AND VURAL AT THE CONTROLS OF AN EMBRAER E190



FLYING FOR FUN
For Elizabeth Wehrfritz a weekly flying lesson
proves the best motivation for keeping mentally
active and physically fit:

Now a 71-year-old grandmother, I’ve been learning to
fly a C152 for two years, having one lesson mid-week
when the weather co-operates – knowing absolutely
nothing about flying to start. My younger son had a
couple of trial lessons at Stapleford and encouraged
me to have a go. 

The best part is learning, doing something so 
challenging and exciting – the views over Essex coast
and countryside, in sunshine from 2000’ up, are totally
unforgettable – and even more importantly, flying’s
keeping me active and alive!

It’s certainly harder memorising things later in life –
compounded by never having done much science at
school or university – although still quite possible, 
albeit a good deal more slowly. One advantage of
being older is that passing milestones in the form of
tests seems to matter less, just learning is enough fun
in itself.

The instruction at Stapleford is brilliant, I’m really
pleased with what I’ve learnt, now being able to get
round the circuit without my instructor saying much.
And reading up on theory gives me something to
while away long winter evenings.

Flying also gives a motive to keep healthy; I feel fitter
than two years ago, less bothered by arthritis, and
mentally more active. I can definitely recommend
learning to fly as a retirement activity. These days
grannies don’t have to do knitting – there are other
possibilities!

SAFETY PILOT COURSES FOR FLYING
COMPANIONS                 
Short courses are to be re-introduced for those
passengers - family members and friends - who
regularly fly with Stapleford pilots

Imagine you are a regular passenger flying with a
friend or relation, and they become incapacitated.
You are sitting in the right hand seat.  Could you get
the plane safely back on the ground? Who would you
call for help?  However familiar the cockpit looks from
the right hand seat, it is a big ask.

Stapleford is to re-introduce a short course for pilots’
companions to give them the necessary skills and 
confidence to cope with an emergency, and to give
them an insight into the mechanics of flying.

For many regular passengers, who are already 
enthusiastic flyers, the courses will be a stimulating 
experience as well as equipping a companion to 
participate in the flight by assisting the pilot. It might
even inspire some to go on to get their PPL.

The cost of the course in a Stapleford aircraft is
£995.00 in a C152; £1.025 in a PA28. This includes five
hours flying and five hours ground school. In private
aircraft the cost is £500.00, including five hours tuition
in their own aircraft and five hours ground school.

The course will be taught from the right hand seat. 
It will cover general familiarising with the aeroplane;
the effects of the controls; use of radio including the
emergency frequency; straight and level flight, 
climbing and descending and turning; circuits and
most importantly, landing; slow flight and stalls; basic
navigation and map reading, forced landing and
emergency procedures.

FIRST FLYING PUB QUIZ TAKES OFF
The first of Stapleford’s Pub-style Quiz Nights for Pilots
and other aviation enthusiasts is scheduled for take-off
on Saturday 19 March starting around 19.30 hrs in the
Clubhouse.

Pilot-in-command is Phil Williams.  He looking for
teams of up to six people to pit their flying wits against
each other in answering aviation-based and general
knowledge questions.  

Entry fee, per player, will be required (amount to be
announced).  This is to cover the cost of a curry supper.
Buy your own beer. The bar will remain open. What
better way to refresh your rusty ground school 
knowledge and test your memory in a social setting
with flying friends.

Those interested in taking part should contact Phil:
phil8202222@gmail.com or leave your name 
at Reception.

ELIZABETH WEHRFRITZ AT STAPLEFORD
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COME FLY AWAY
FLY-OUTS PROGRAMME 2016
The 2016 programme of Stapleford fly-outs to
destinations in France, the Channel Isles and the
UK begins on March 9, with a trip to Le Touquet,
and fly-outs will continue on the second
Wednesday of each month through until October

After the winter weather restrictions on flying, 
Stapleford’s popular programme of fly-outs provides
club members, students and private owners with an
ideal opportunity to get back in the air and 
get current. 

For newly-qualified PPLs, this is your chance to get
cross channel checked, while sharing the costs with
other pilots.  This is also a very enjoyable way of
hour-building for future CPL students. With 
Stapleford’s two new Tecnam P2008 aircraft available,
this is a great chance to get to know a new aeroplane
in the company of an instructor.

Starting with a short trip to the ever popular Le 
Touquet, with its tempting selection of restaurants
and the offer two wheels for cycling into the centre,
the fly-outs season will then continue to explore such
cross channel destinations as: Deauville, Caen and
Cherbourg in Normandy; Alderney in the Channel
Isles, Rouen and possibly Ostend or Kortrijk in 
Belgium.

When the weather is unsuitable for planned 
destinations across the Channel, then every effort will
be made to find appropriate alternatives, such as
Great Massingham in Norfolk; Coventry; Compton
Abbas, and Bembridge, Isle of Wight.

A briefing at Stapleford at 19.00 hours on the previous
evening will cover route planning and completion of
Flight Plans and GAR (customs) forms. Instructors will
fly with crews when required for cross-channel or 
currency checks, and it is recommended to fly with an

instructor on the longer trips to places like Alderney.

Each crew member and passenger will require a life
jacket (available to hire at Stapleford for £11), and
one PLB (personal locator beacon) is needed for each
plane.  These are available for hire for £25 (with a
£100 deposit).  Headsets can be hired for passengers
at £12.

Please contact Asad Sher, Instructor in charge of 
fly-outs, if you would like to sign up for fly-outs on
flyoutssfc@gmail.com or call Stapleford: 01708 688380

CIRRUS TO VISIT STAPLEFORD 
All are invited to the Cirrus Open House on Friday, 
4 March, when Cirrus representatives, Michael
Wright, UK Cirrus Sales Agent and Philippe Polman,
Europe Business Development, will be on hand to 
answer questions about the SR-line of aircraft, as well
as preview the innovative single-engine jet, the SF50
Vision Jet. 

The presentation is from 11.00 – 14.00. Warming
drinks and light nibbles will be served from 12.00,
with the opportunity to step into a Cirrus 2016 SR22T
GTS aircraft, play with the advanced Cirrus 
Perspective by Garmin avionics, and learn about the
functionality of the Cirrus Airframe Parachute 
System® (CAPS®). 

Cirrus Aircraft will be on hand to answer any 
questions you have. There will also be a chance to
win a test flight in the 2016 SR22T aircraft!

SPELL OF BAD WEATHER
For many, the recent (lengthy!) spell of bad
weather has meant no flying. Tony Glover, CFI
for the Flight Instructor Courses urges those 
affected to read on:

* The grass areas of the airfield currently are unusable.
Aircraft should be operated from hard surfaces only,
including as appropriate a back track of runway 04R
to take-off or a back track of 22L on landing.

* Pilots intending to hire club aircraft will need a dual
check if they have not flown in the preceding 62 days.
This reduces to 45 days for pilots with less than 150
hours total time.

* Pilots intending to carry passengers must have
flown at least three take-offs, approaches and 
landings in the preceding 90 days.

Also, pilots are reminded that night flying terminates
when the clocks go forward (26/03/16). Please talk to
Reception or your instructor for further information.

SWAPPING TWO WINGS FOR TWO WHEELS AT LE TOUQUET


